SALISBURY 
(if) STATE 
BS) BUNT ERIS ITI, 
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A Reputation for Excellence 

“Best Buy.” SSU is cited in the 1995 Guide to 101 of the 
Best Values in America’s Colleges and Universities, receiv- 
ing an “A+” rating. 

Our students graduate. A survey of SSU's Class of 1987 
revealed those students had the highest graduation rates 
in the University of Maryland System. 

$47 million investment in buildings and grounds. Splen- 
did new architecture and a beautifully landscaped campus 
in the heart of Maryland’s Eastern Shore have made us 
one of the mid-Atlantic’s most attractive universities. 

$16 million plus in private endowments. As one of the 
state's highest endowed public universities, SSU can offer 
more scholarships, opportunities for student travel, research 
funding, and more visiting scholars and artists programs. 


ATHLETICS PHILOSOPHY 


Salisbury State University, a member of the National Col- 
legiate Athletic Association's (NCAA) Division III, offers 19 
intercollegiate sports for men and women. In addition to 
NCAA membership, SSU competes as a member of the 
Capital Athletic Conference (CAC) and the Eastern Col- 
lege Athletic Conference (ECAC). 

As a member of the NCAA's Division III, Salisbury State 
places the highest priority on the overall quality of the edu- 
cational experience. In doing so, it seeks to strengthen the 
integration of objectives and programs in athletics with 
academic and developmental objectives, and to assure the 
integration of athletes with other students. 

SSU places special importance on the impact of athlet- 
ics on the participants, with emphasis on the internal con- 
Stituency (students, alumni and special friends) rather than 
on the general public and its entertainment needs. 


QUOTING COACH BROWNING 


“Our tennis program has a rich history and tradition. Over 
the past 20 years, Salisbury State University has produced 
all-Americans and nationally ranked teams in NCAA Divi- 
sion III. We are committed to a high standard of excellence 
and continued success at the national level. 

Salisbury State’s reputation for academic excellence is 
nonpareil. The University is dedicated to quality in the class- 
room as well as on the tennis court. 

“We feel fortunate to be able to provide our student-ath- 
letes with one of the finest athletic facilities in Division III. 
We have 12 outdoor courts, six of which are lighted, as 
well as a newly renovated indoor tennis center.” 


COACHING STAFF 


John Browning, Head Coach 

Coming off successful debut seasons with both 
the men's and women’s teams, John Browning is 
now in his second year as head coach of the 
Salisbury State University tennis program. In his 
initial campaign as pilot of both SSU squads, he 
guided the men's team to a 10-4 record and the 
women's team to a 10-2 mark. 

Browning joined the Sea Gulls after three sen- 
sational seasons at Pomona-Pitzer College in 
Claremont, CA, where he transformed a mediocre program into a na- 
tional championship contender. He guided Pomona-Pitzer to three 
consecutive appearances in the NCAA championship tournament, in- 
cluding a Final Four appearance in 1992. His teams finished 10th and 
9th in the nation in 1993 and 1994. Browning also helped produce two 
national all-Americans at Pomona-Pitzer, including the national third- 
place finisher in singles in 1992. 

Browning is a 1990 graduate of the University of California at Santa 
Cruz, where he was a four-year tennis letterman. During his career, 
UC Santa Cruz advanced to the national finals three times, and won 
the NCAA Division II! national championship in 1989. Browning, who 
also has a master's degree in education from Azusa Pacific College, 
served as an assistant at Santa Cruz for one season prior to moving to 
Pomona-Pitzer. 

A native of Hawaii, Browning was ranked second in the state in 
doubles and eighth in singles as a junior player. His extensive tennis 
background also includes nine years of teaching experience at the 
NIKE Tennis Camp in Irvine, CA. Browning has served as director of 
the camp for the past four years and is also director of the NIKE Camp 
in Salisbury. 


Carla Nicolas, Assistant Coach 

Serving as Coach Browning's top assistant for the 
second year is Carla Nicolas, whose resume also 
includes a strong playing and teaching back- 
ground. Nicolas, from Los Altos, CA, is a 1992 
graduate of the University of California at San Di- 
ego, where she enjoyed a banner playing career 
in a top-notch program. Her UC San Diego squad 
captured the national championship in 1989. 
Nicolas also emerged as a top player on the West 
Coast, with a singles ranking of 20th in the nation in 1990. Prior to 
joining the Sea Gulls in 1994, Nicolas worked closely with Browning at 
the NIKE Tennis Camp, where she served as head instructor for eight 
seasons. 

Quoting Coach Browning: “Carla's strongest asset is her ability to 
teach the game, especially the fundamentals. She's very meticulous 
in her teaching and she brings nationally competitive experience to 
our program.” 


Mike Daw, Assistant Coach 
A former standout player for the Sea Gulls, Mike 
Daw begins his first year as an assistant with the 
program. A four-year letterman, Daw played the 
a> top spot for the Sea Gulls as a senior in 1995, fin- 
. ishing 8-8 in singles and 12-5 in doubles. He fin- 
a ished his career with an impressive 41-18 singles 
mark. The Middletown, MD, native will provide valu- 
a able practice and match support this season. 
Quoting Coach Browning: “Mike brings lots of 
playing experience to the program. As a past number one player, his 
leadership will help ease the transition for many of our freshmen as 
they adjust to the collegiate level. Mike embodies the Sea Gull pro- 
gram and adds lots of class to the program.” 
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KANGSIDS 


PLAYER PROFILES 


Doug Neagle...A junior transfer from Anne Arundel JC who 
could be the cornerstone of the Sea Gull program...Begins 
the season ranked fifth in the South Region and 13th in the 
nation in singles after a strong showing in the Rolex Invita- 
tional last fall...Has already secured the team’s number one 
singles spot...Displays a wealth of talent and an explosive all- 
court game...Team captain. 


Nathan Bell... Transfer from Grossmont (CA) JC who has four 
years of eligibility...One of the most talented players on the 
team...Characterized as a true “shot maker’...Begins the sea- 
son ranked 23rd in the South Region...Just beginning to real- 
ize his potential as a collegiate player...Will have even greater 
accomplishments as he continues to grow and mature. 


Steve Soliday...First year player who displays incredible speed 
and quickness...Capable of running down virtually every 
ball...Starts the year ranked 10th in the region in doubles...Will 
likely fill the number three singles spot this spring...Has a tre- 
mendous work ethic and serves as a solid role model on and 
off the court...Younger brother of former Gull standout Ken 
Soliday. 


Jason Kessleman...An intelligent player who is possibly the 
team’s best doubles player...Will likely begin the season in the 
lower half of the singles draw and on the top doubles duo...Joins 
the SSU program as a junior college transfer from Anne Arundel 
JC...His contributions to the team will probably improve as he 
gets stronger through the season. 


Alex Hege...The only returning letterman on this year's 
squad...Finished 12-4 in singles play last year, all at number 
three singles...Also posted a 10-5 doubles mark...Has a pow- 
erful serve which can take opponents out of the match...Last 
year’s collegiate experience will help him provide leadership 
for this year's squad...One of the most improved players on 
the team. 


Ben Coldren...Joins the team as a freshman who has the 
ability to make a quick impact...Will probably start the year in 
the lower half of the singles draw...Finished third in the state 
of Maryland high school championships last spring...A very 
aggressive player who looks to finish points at the net. 


J.D. Zachery... The best overall athlete on the team, he is also 
considered the hardest worker...A freshman who has already 
made huge strides in his game since arriving on campus in 
the fall...Will contend for a singles spot...A very solid competi- 
tor who displays excellent maturity on the court. 


Randy Halfpap...A big player who covers lots of ground...Joins 
the Gulls as a junior transfer from Charles County (MD) 
JC...Working hard to overcome major shoulder surgery in the 
offseason...His contributions will increase as his recovery 
improves...Could be a big asset to the squad down the stretch. 


1996 SEASON OUTLOOK 


The Sea Gulls return just one letterwinner from last year's 
10-4 squad, but that doesn’t deter John Browning from plac- 
ing high expectations on this year’s team. Several of the 
new players have already received preseason recognition 
and were represented in the national and regional rankings. 

“Our goal is to get to Trinity, TX, which is the site of this 
year’s South Regional,” said Browning. “We must finish in 
the top eight in the region, but we have the type of sched- 
ule that will give us a chance to do that.” 

Junior transfer Doug Neagle enters the year as 
Salisbury’s number one singles and doubles player. Neagle 
is ranked fifth in the South Region and 13th in the nation in 
the preseason. He is joined by another first-year Sea Gull, 
Nathan Bell, who is seeded 23rd in the South Region. Other 
newcomers who will likely fill the singles ladder include 
Steve Soliday, Ben Coldren, Jason Kessleman, Randy 
Halfpap and J.D. Zachery. The team’s only returning player, 
Alex Hege, will also figure in the lineup. 

“We have a bunch of hard workers who want to get bet- 
ter,” said Browning. “We have to play well in every match 
and prepare mentally as well as physically. We have tal- 
ent, but we need to maintain our focus.” 


Salisbury State's indoor and outdoor tennis facilities are among 
the finest in Division Ill. SSU has 12 well maintained outdoor 
courts, including six lighted courts, which serve as home site 
for the men's and women's varsity squads. The University also 
owns a newly renovated indoor tennis center, featuring three 
courts for varsity and recreational use as well as a full service 
pro shop. SSU is serving as host of the 1996 Capital Athletic 
Conference Men's and Women's Championship Tournament 
this spring. 


1996 MEN’S SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent H/A Site Time 
Feb. 

18 Navy A Annapolis, MD 9am. 
Mar. 

9 Goucher H Salisbury, MD 11 a.m. 
13 Trenton State H_— Salisbury, MD 2 p.m. 
16 Catholic H_— Salisbury, MD liam. 
17 Washington & Lee A Lexington, VA 11 am. 
19 U of the South A Hilton Head, SC TBA 
20 Luther A Hilton Head, SC TBA 
21 Bowdoin A Hilton Head, SC TBA 

Apr. 

3 Christ. Newport H_— Salisbury, MD 3:30 p.m. 

6 Washington A Chestertown, MD _1/p.m. 
12 Mary Washington A _ Fredericksburg, VA 3 p.m. 
13 Lynchburg A Lynchburg, VA TBA 
14 Averett A Danville, VA TBA 
16 Virginia Wesleyan H Salisbury, MD 3 p.m. 
18 York H_— Salisbury, MD 3 p.m. 
20-21 CAC Tournament H_ Salisbury, MD TBA 

1996 QUICK FACTS 


... Salisbury, MD 
. 1925 
.. 6,000 
Dr. K. Nelson Butler 
Colors......... . Maroon & Gold 
.. Sea Gulls 
AA Division III 
Capital Athletic (CAC) 
12 outdoor, 3 indoor 
. Dr. Michael Vienna 
(410) 548-3503 
(410) 546-2639 


Director of Athletics .... 
Athletics Dept. Phone 
Athletics Dept. Fax .... 


Sports Information Director .. ... Paul Ohanian 
Sports Info. Phone (410) 543-6016 
Sports Info. Fax ... ... (410) 543-6068 


Head Coach ..... 
Alma Mater ... 
Record at School, Years 
Career Record . 
Coach's Phone 

Assistant Coaches . 

1995 Record 


. John Browning 
. UC, Santa Cruz '91 
10-4 (men), 10-2 (women) 
.. 64-25, (four years) 
mesceener (410) 548-7040 
Carla Nicolas, Mike Daw 
. Men: 10-4; Women: 10-2 


